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JANUARY 

CIRCLING THE SUN, by Paula McClain 

Amazon Rating:  4.4/5.0 

From Amazon: This powerful novel transports readers to the 

breathtaking world of Out of Africa—1920s Kenya—and reveals 

the extraordinary adventures of Beryl Markham, a woman before 

her time. Brought to Kenya from England by pioneering parents 

dreaming of a new life on an African farm, Beryl is raised 

unconventionally, developing a fierce will and a love of all things 

wild. But after everything she knows and trusts dissolves, 

headstrong young Beryl is flung into a string of disastrous 

relationships, then becomes caught up in a passionate love triangle with the irresistible 

safari hunter Denys Finch Hatton and the writer Baroness Karen Blixen. Brave and 

audacious and contradictory, Beryl will risk everything to have Denys’s love, but it’s 

ultimately her own heart she must conquer to embrace her true calling and her destiny: 

to fly. 

FEBRUARY 

LOST APOTHECARY, by Sara Penner 

GoodReads Rating:  4.3/5.0 

From GoodReads: A female apothecary secretly dispenses 

poisons to liberate women from the men who have wronged 

them - setting three lives across centuries on a dangerous 

collision course. 

 

Rule #1: The poison must never be used to harm another 

woman. 

Rule #2: The names of the murderer and her victim must be recorded in the 

apothecary’s register. 
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MARCH 

 

NEXT YEAR IN HAVANA, by Chanel Cleeton  

GoodReads rating:  3.93/5.0 

From  GoodReads:  After the death of her beloved 

grandmother, a Cuban-American woman travels to Havana, 

where she discovers the roots of her identity--and unearths a 

family secret hidden since the revolution... 

 

 

 

APRIL 

FIREKEEPER'S DAUGHTER, by Angeline Boulley 

GoodReads Rating: 4.4/5.0 

From Goodreads:  As a biracial, unenrolled tribal member 
and the product of a scandal, eighteen-year-old Daunis 
Fontaine has never quite fit in, both in her hometown and 
on the nearby Ojibwe reservation. Daunis dreams of 
studying medicine, but when her family is struck by 
tragedy, she puts her future on hold to care for her fragile 
mother. 

 

Angeline Boulley is scheduled to speak at the Sturges Young 

Auditorium on April 13th. See Kim if you would like to ride share. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7383025.Chanel_Cleeton
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19633027.Angeline_Boulley
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MAY 

 

LONG ROAD TO THE CIRCUS, by Betsy Bird, 

                                                   Illustrations by David Small  

GoodReads Rating: 4.2/5.0 

From GoodReads: Twelve-year-old Suzy Bowles is tired of 

summers filled with chores on her family farm in Burr Oak, 

Michigan, and desperate to see the world. When her wayward 

uncle moves back home to the farm, only to skip his chores 

every morning for mysterious reasons, Suzy decides to find out 

what he's up to once and for all. And that's when she meets 

legendary former circus queen Madame Marantette and her 

ostriches. Before long, Suzy finds herself caught-up in the fast-paced, hilarious world of 

ostrich riding, a rollicking adventure that just might be her ticket out of Burr Oak. 

 

JUNE 

THE SEARCHER, by Tana French 

GoodReads Rating: 3.82/5.00 

From GoodReads:  Retired detective Cal Hooper moves to a 

remote village in rural Ireland. His plans are to fix up the 

dilapidated cottage he's bought, to walk the mountains, to put 

his old police instincts to bed forever. 

 

Then a local boy appeals to him for help. His brother is 

missing, and no one in the village, least of all the police, 

seems to care. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6153585.Betsy_Bird
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/104017.David_Small
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/138825.Tana_French
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JULY 

MIDNIGHT AT THE BLACKBIRD CAFÉ, by Heather Webber    

GoodReads Rating:  4.06/5.00 

From GoodReads: Nestled in the mountain shadows of Alabama 

lies the little town of Wicklow. It is here that Anna Kate has 

returned to bury her beloved Granny Zee, owner of the Blackbird 

Café. 

 

It was supposed to be a quick trip to close the café and 
settle her grandmother’s estate, but despite her best 
intentions to avoid forming ties or even getting to know her 

father’s side of the family, Anna Kate finds herself inexplicably drawn to the 
quirky Southern town her mother ran away from so many years ago, and the 
mysterious blackbird pie everybody can’t stop talking about. 

AUGUST 

THE BOYS IN THE BOAT: NINE AMERICANS AND THEIR EPIC 
QUEST FOR GOLD AT THE 1936 BERLIN OLYMPICS (THE 
BOYS IN THE BOAT), by Daniel James Brown 

GoodReads Rating:  4.34/5.00 

From GoodReads: Daniel James Brown's robust book tells 
the story of the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar 
crew and their epic quest for an Olympic gold medal, a team 
that transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of 
millions of Americans. The sons of loggers, shipyard 

workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite rivals first from eastern and British 
universities and finally the German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic 
games in Berlin, 1936. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/509706.Heather_Webber
https://www.goodreads.com/series/299629-the-boys-in-the-boat
https://www.goodreads.com/series/299629-the-boys-in-the-boat
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/486329.Daniel_James_Brown
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SEPTEMBER 

BETWEEN TWO KINGDOMS: A MEMOIR OF A LIFE 
INTERRUPTED, by Suleika Jaouad  

GoodReads Rating: 4.42/5.00 

From GoodReads: A searing, deeply moving memoir of illness 

and recovery that traces one young woman’s journey from 

diagnosis to remission and, ultimately, a road trip of healing and 

self-discovery. 

 

In the summer after graduating from college, Suleika Jaouad was 

preparing, as they say in commencement speeches, to enter “the 

real world”. She had fallen in love and moved to Paris to pursue her dream of becoming 

a war correspondent. The real world she found, however, would take her into a very 

different kind of conflict zone. 

 

 

OCTOBER 

 

THE GIVER OF STARS, by Jojo Moyes  

GoodRead Rating: 4.27/5.0 

From GoodReads: From the author of Me Before You, set 

in Depression-era America, a breathtaking story of five 

extraordinary women and their remarkable journey 

through the mountains of Kentucky and beyond. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15223974.Suleika_Jaouad
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/281810.Jojo_Moyes
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NOVEMBER 

THE GUNCLE, by Steven Rowley  

GoodRead Rating: 4.24/5.0 

From GoodReads: From the bestselling author of Lily and 

the Octopus and The Editor comes a warm and deeply 

funny novel about a once-famous gay sitcom star whose 

unexpected family tragedy leaves him with his niece and 

nephew for the summer. 

 

Patrick, or Gay Uncle Patrick (GUP, for short), has always 

loved his niece, Maisie, and nephew, Grant. That is, he loves spending time with 

them when they come out to Palm Springs for weeklong visits, or when he heads 

home to Connecticut for the holidays. But in terms of caretaking and relating to 

two children, no matter how adorable, Patrick is honestly a bit out of his league. 

DECEMBER 

THE GREAT GATSBY, by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

GoodRead Rating: 3.93/5.0 

From GoodReads:  The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald's third 

book, stands as the supreme achievement of his career. This 

exemplary novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by 

generations of readers. The story is of the fabulously wealthy 

Jay Gatsby and his new love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, 

of lavish parties on Long Island at a time when The New York 

Times noted "gin was the national drink and sex the national 

obsession," it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s. 

 

The Great Gatsby is one of the great classics of twentieth-century literature. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14972725.Steven_Rowley
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3190.F_Scott_Fitzgerald

